
Fall-Term 2014 Professional Development Workshop Descriptions 
 

The Landscape of Distance Education – Theory Meets Practice and Possibilities 

Instructor: Izolda Fotiyeva 

Description: This workshop is intended to help faculty understand the potential and significance of distance education in 
terms of: incorporating solid pedagogical practices that enhance overall instruction, creating a learner centered 
environment that promotes best outcomes for a diverse array of learners, significantly expands the potential reach of 
academic course offerings and, optimally facilitates the mobility and work productivity of both faculty and students. 

The participant will learn: 

•             What causes a shift in the landscape of formal education? 

•             Who online students are in terms of their demographics, resources and learner expectations. 

•             Key trends including mobile learning, gasification, MOOCs, and others. 

•             How to re-conceptualize the type of engagement they have with their students. 

 

Simple Access: How to Impaticize PowerPoints 

Instructor: Izolda Fotiyeva 

Description: This session will model effective ways to use PowerPoint in your web-enhanced classroom. The instructor 
will provide an overview of PowerPoint as well as how to enhance your PowerPoint presentations so that they are a tool 
that enhances student learning. Participants will also learn how to upload their impaticized PowerPoint documents into 
Blackboard. 

The participants will learn: 

• How to use impactica software. 

• The benefits of using Impatica to reduce the size of your powerpoints. 

• Why impacitcizing Power Points is essential. 

 

Turning PowerPoint Presentation into Instructor-made video. 

Instructor: Izolda Fotiyeva 

Description: Online and face to face courses rely on the importance of multimedia components. This workshop will help 
faculty explore the possibilities of converting your PP presentation into an engaging videos to be used in all of your 
courses.  Videos made by an instructor, also referred to as instructor made videos, can enhance the learning 
environment in a very customized way for the students. These customized instructor-made videos are brief and concise. 
What makes them stand out in comparison to generic videos is their scaffolding role – addressing those specific and 
particular problems and concepts that are the most difficult and that typically cannot be resolved independently by the 
student 

At the end of this presentation participants will : 

 Be able to explain the benefits of instructor made videos. 

 Determine what software to use and where to find it at UDC. 

 Determine how to prepare a script, edit and publish finished videos. 

 Learn how to incorporate the videos into your Blackboard course. 

 

Web Enhance Your Course   

Instructor: Cristi Ford 

Description: This workshop will introduce traditional face to face faculty to some easy tips and ways to integrate the use 
of Blackboard and some of its many functionalities into a face to face course. The goal of this session is to provide 
participants with supplemental knowledge on how to make a face to face course more web enhanced with additional 
instructional materials while preserving the quality of the face to face component. 

By the end of the session, participants will be able to: 

  Identify the first components necessary to adding web enhancements to a face to face course.  

  List at least three ways that a face to face course can be enhanced with web components. 

  Discuss the benefits and value of web enhancing a traditional face to face course.  

  Determine a strategy to move toward a web-enhanced course. 

 

How to Have a Life and Grade Papers: Using Blackboard Grading 

Instructor: Sandra Jowers-Barber 

Description: The grading of papers is one of the most time consuming elements of teaching. With the addition of new 
Blackboard grading techniques professors can actually read, grade and comment on submitted papers without having to 
download or print them. Those options are still available but on line Blackboard grading may be in your future. 

By the end of this workshop, participants will be able to: 

 

 Access student assignments and review them within the Blackboard environment. 

 Critique and write comments on assignments without downloading them.    

 Grade and return assignments to students within the Blackboard environment. 



 Learn how to print grade reports and use data to assess teaching and student learning. 

 

Research Guides: Everything Where You Want to Be 

Instructor: K. Inmon 

Description:  The goal of the session is to gather information to ensure content of current library research guides is 
appropriate and satisfactory for meeting the research objectives faculty have set for students.  Participants will review 
and discuss guides for their departments and provide input related to: 

 Degree of focus on research sources vs. research strategies 
 Guides for  classes vs. departments 
 Assessment of student use 
 Process for facilitating additional guides to meet identified needs 

By the end of the session participants will: 

• Know appropriate research tools and sources for specific classes are readily available 
• Be able to advise students of  one access point for beginning research  
• Know the process for facilitating additional guides to meet identified needs 
• Be able to identify the extent of student  use of available resources 
 

Getting Started with New Features in Your Blackboard Course Environment 

Instructor:  Edward Jones 

Description: This workshop will explore the latest features being offered in the Blackboard Learn system that will help 
instructors manage, edit, and share course files more easily;  score assignments without having to download and upload 
assignment, and then grade and return assignment to students electronically.  Participants will receive an overview of the 
new additions in Discussion Board, Calendar, and the Retention Center. 

By the end of the session, participants will be able to: 

•    Identify and navigate the new features in the course site 

•    Use the new features in the course site to correspond with students  

•    Organize and disseminate course activities 

 

Title: Engage-Jing Students with Screen Capture Technology 

Instructor:  Carl S. Moore 

Description:  This workshop will introduce faculty to ways to integrate the use of Jing screen capture technology in their 
teaching practices.  The goal of this session is to provide participants with tangible examples on how to use Jing to 
engage, assess, and present information to students.  
By the end of the session, participants will be able to: 

 Value the use of screen capture technology into their teaching practices 

 Understand how to use Jing screen capture technology 

 Identify effective ways to use Jing to assess student learning and present information to students 

 

Creating Lessons with Softchalk 

Instructor:  F. Elshobokshy 

Description:  SoftChalk Create enables educators to create, manage and share their own interactive online learning 
content. Come and learn how to transfer text-based lessons into interactive experiences using SoftChalk. Through this 
hands-on training, participants will create interactive lesson. We will also discuss how can publish and edit finished 
lessons in Blackboard. 

By the end of this workshop you will be able to:  

• Demonstrate the importance of usages of SoftChalk  software in distance education  

• Install and configure SoftChalk Software  

• Create an interactive SoftChalk Lesson  

• Edit & publish a SoftChalk Lesson  

 

Banner 101: Basic Overview and Navigation 

Instructor:  S. Byam 

Description:  This course is a basic introductory course for all employees who will be utilizing Internet Native Banner 
(INB) within their department, unit, or college. Topics covered: How to log onto Banner; search techniques; Banner 
functionality; the different parts of a form; and the use of the wildcard to locate forms and save them in the “My Banner” 
folder. This course is a hands-on and will give users a chance to practice in a "test instance of Banner" Duration: 2 hours 

By the end of the session, participants will be able to: 

 Log onto Banner 

 Conduct searches  using various techniques 

 Be familiar with the different parts of a form 

 Use wildcard to locate forms 
 
 
 
 
 



Incorporating Groups in Your Blackboard Course 

Instructor:  F. Elshobokshy 

Description: In this session, you will explore the most efficient and effective uses of the Group feature in Blackboard. 
Groups are a built-in tool in Blackboard that makes it possible for students to easily engage in online discussions, file 
exchanges, and email communication. This is the structural component of using groups in Blackboard. Placing students 
in groups in Blackboard and enabling these available tools is no guarantee that students will engage in meaningful group 
collaborations. In this workshop, you will explore tips and best practices for fostering effective group collaborations using 
Blackboard. 

By the end of this workshop, participants will be able to: 

 Develop a successful online group collaborative activity using best practices 

 Demonstrate excellence using the Group feature in Blackboard 

 Identify the basic elements of forming successful online group activities 

 Incorporate the Group feature in your course 

 

Retention Center: Tools and Utilization 

Instructor: E. Jones 

Description: This workshop will provide information on using Retention Center tool in order to monitor student 
engagement.  The retention center is an instructor only tool that enables instructors to give focused attention to students 
that need it.  This tool replaces the Early Warning system.  Participants will work with data from their previous courses to 
review and assess student performance. 

By the end of this session, you will know how to: 

 View and modify rules that trigger alerts and see how to create new rules 

 Manage students at risk 

 Monitor specific students 

 Monitor course activity 

 Send emails to students 

 Customize retention center rules 
 

We're Here to Help You: Library Resources for Research and Curriculum Support 

Instructor: Rachel Jorgensen, Michael Fitzgerald  

Description: Come join us for an exploration of the resources provided by the library for research and curriculum support 
- we’ll pay particular attention to the newest full-text, electronically delivered materials acquired by the library.  

By the end of the session, participants will be able to: 

 Identify the most relevant electronic resources for their academic discipline 

 Use the LRD single search box to discover other materials that may be of value 

 List the benefits and drawbacks of using the single search box as compared to each individual resource 

 Correctly embed full-text materials in Blackboard and elsewhere 

 Identify the LRD services and help that are available to them and their students, both online and off 
 

The Balancing Act: Teaching Effectively in Online, Hybrid, and Face-t0-Face Modes 

Instructor: Carl S. Moore 

Description: This workshop will provide participants with the opportunity to develop a deeper understanding of how to 
effectively use direct instructional tools to promote active learning.  The goal of the workshop is to provide participants 
with evidence-based best practices that can assist them in promoting student learning in face-to-face, synchronous, 
and/or asynchronous classes.    

By the end of the session, participants will be able to:   

 Identify how the elements of direct instruction and active learning influence teaching in face-to-face, flipped, 
hybrid and other classroom experiences 

 Value the use of both direct instruction and active learning in teaching practices 

 Make decisions about the use of direct instruction and active learning teaching techniques to promote learning 
in varying teaching modes  

 

Introduction to Banner Faculty Self-Service 

Instructor: S. Byam 

Description: This course will introduce faculty to the Banner self-service module of Banner. This training is hands on and 
at the end of the exercise, faculty will be able to review their schedules; review their class lists; perform attendance 
tracking and submit mid-term grades; submit final grades; and review unofficial transcripts for students. 

By the end of the session, participants will be able to: 

 Review their course schedules 

 Review their class lists 

 Perform attendance tracking 

 Submit grades 
 

 

 



Want to manage all your Bb Files in One Place? 

Instructor: E. Jones 

Description: The workshop will explore the Content Collection file repository that allows faculty to store, manage and 
share content.  You will discover how files can be reused and linked to any Blackboard course and updated from one 
location and automatically updates links to that file.  The session will include: 

 Creating folders in My Content 
 Uploading files 
 Managing personal storage in the My Content Folder 
  ccessing the       view 
 Available menu items 

By the end of the session, participants will be able to: 

·        Create folders in My Content Collection 

·        Uploading files to folders in My Content 

·        Manage personal storage in My Content Folders 

          ccess the       view of folders in My Content 

·        Change the page view between list and thumbnail 

 

Online Learning Academy Reunion: Meeting of the Minds & Lessons Learned 

Instructor: C. Ford 

The Online Learning Academy (OLA) at UDC has provided an opportunity for faculty to become certified to teach and 
build new online courses.  OLA has been offered over the past four years. During all of its iterations it has empowered 
faculty to expand their current teaching and learning practices into the online realm. This session will give OLA alum the 
opportunity to meet and chat with all cohorts as well as share ideas with colleagues! 

 Participants attending this session should be past OLA graduates. The goal of the session will be to: 

• Create a stronger network of faculty that are trained to teach and build online courses at UDC 
• Explore opportunities for faculty to share some lessons learned 
• Explore new trends in online education and discuss updates with regards to online education at UDC 

 

The Productive Professor: Google in the Classroom 

Instructor: Ebony Shockley 

Description: This session will model strategies to enhance the administrative tasks and instructional responsibilities 
assigned to us as instructors. By the end of our session, we will complete the following: 

 Incorporate the use of free Google products in classroom teaching 
 Complete a Google Survey created during the session 
 Observe examples of peer review of documents using Google products 
 View web presentations using the Google platform  

You will need to create a Gmail account which you can do using your current email prior to this session 

By the end of the session, participants will be able to: 

• Provide examples of how Google can be used as a resource both online and in the classroom 
Create peer to peer collaborations both online and in the classroom 

• Incorporate opportunities for the use of The Writing Process both online and in the classroom 

 

Don’t Let Prezi Puzzle You 

Instructor:  Ebony Shockley 

Description:  re you tired of losing your flash drives which contain your PowerPoint presentations? If the answer is “yes”, 
then Prezi is for you. Would you like to create presentations that are designed completely online? If the answer is “yes”, 
then Prezi is for you. Have you tried to create a Prezi but haven’t had the time to complete your presentation? If the 
answer is “yes”, then this presentation is for you. This workshop will show how to create a Prezi, and incorporate a Prezi 
into your classroom. We will start at the very beginning and give examples of various ways for Prezi to become your new 
teaching tool. You will need an email address to create your Prezi. 

By the end of the session, participants will be able to: 

• Provide an alternative to Powerpoint presentations 
• Prepare a Web 2.0 interactive resource 
• Share and store course materials without an external device 

 

Meditate Your Way to the A: Contemplative Pedagogy in the Digital Age 

Instructor:  M. Chatman 

Description: Did you know that meditation, deep breathing, and even silence can help your students perform better in 
class? Research shows that contemplative, or mindful, practices deepen student learning, improve concentration and 
attention, and foster empathy. Come learn about the growing contemplative movement in higher education and explore 
the the transformative potential of these practices for you and your students. Contemplative strategies for traditional and 
on-line courses will be shared in this workshop. 

By the end of the session, participants will be able to: 

• Describe what is meant by contemplative pedagogy and mindfulness practices 
• Understand how these practices operate in the higher education environment 
• Explore two contemplative techniques for face to face and on-line instruction 



• Try a deep breathing and relaxation technique used in class 
• Begin brainstorming how they can use contemplative pedagogy in one of their lessons 

 

 

 

 


